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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PGOV, GH 

SUB J : ARREST OF OPPOSITION POLITICIAN 

1 . GODFREY AMARTEIFIO, PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR AND 

FOURTH-RANKING MAN IN PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT FOR FREEDOM AND 
JUSTICE (A GROUP OPPOSED TO HEAD OF STATE ACHEAMPONG), WAS 
ARRESTED AT SOCCER GAME IN ACCRA ON MARCH 5. ACCORDING 
TO PRESS RELEASE BY PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT, HE WAS ARRESTED 
BECAUSE HE WAS HOLDING A BRIEFCASE FULL OF "NO" SYMBOLS - 

1 . EXHORTATIONS TO CITIZENS TO VOTE "NO" ON ACHEAMPONG'S 
UNION GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL AT MARCH 30 REFERENDUM. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT AMARTEIFIO'S FRIENDS HOPE TO GET 
HIM OUT OF JAIL BEFORE REFERENDUM BUT ARE NOT CONFIDENT 
THEY WILL SUCCEED. THEY HAVE REPORTEDLY COMPLAINED TO 
ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER JUSTICE I.K. ABBAN, ASSERTING THAT 
IT IS NOT AN OFFENSE TO CARRY OR DISPLAY SUCH SYMBOLS. 

THEY HAVE ALSO COMPLAINED TO HIGH COURT. 

3. COMMENT: TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, NO OTHER LEADERS OF 
PEOPLE S MOVEMENT HAVE BEEN ARRESTED. WE ARE INCLINED 
TO BELIEVE AMAREIFIO S DETENTION IS AN ISOLATED INCIDENT 
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RATHER THAN PART OF A NEW PLAN BY ACHEAMPONG REGIME TO 
ROUND UP OPPOSITION LEADERS BEFORE REFERENDUM. IN ANY 
CASE, AMARTEIFIO HAS BEEN AN EFFECTIVE PR MAN FOR 
PEOPLE S MOVEMENT AND HIS ABSENCE WILL BE FELT IF HE 
IS KEPT OUT OF CIRCULATION UNTIL MARCH 30. 
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